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ABSTRACT 
 
Aminudin : “The Correlation between the Students’ Competence in    Spelling 
Alphabet and their Achievement in Pronouncing words at the 
Seventh Grade Students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon”  
 
In the process of teaching and learning there are four aspects of language 
skills, they are: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In the process of teaching 
speaking there are some materials that should be taught to the students such as, 
understanding the meaning of words, grammar, pronunciation and spelling as well. 
The students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon have problems in speaking English; one of the 
problems is difficulty to pronounce and spell words. In this point, the writer focused 
his research on the students’ competence in spelling alphabet and their achievement 
in pronouncing words as a part of language.  
The aims of this research are to know the students’ competence in spelling 
alphabet, to know the students’ achievement in pronouncing words and to know the 
positive and significant correlation between the students’ competence in spelling 
alphabet and their achievement in pronouncing words at the seventh grade students of 
SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon. 
The method of the research is quantitative research. The population of the 
research is 330 students of the class VIII A, VII B, VII C, VII D, VII E, VII F and 
VIII G. and the sample of the research is 80 students by using random sample. The 
instrument of collecting data is test, and the technique used to obtain the quantitative 
data here was the formula of product moment correlation by Pearson. 
After doing  the research, the writer get the average score of the students’ 
competence in spelling alphabet as X variable is 7.58 and the average of the students’ 
achievement in pronouncing words as Y variable is 7.73. And after getting the data, 
the data was analyzed by using the formula of product moment correlation by 
Pearson. After being analyzed, the writer found that the correlation between X 
variable and Y variable was 0.72 and after consulted with the table of “r” product 
moment, it showed that there was strong high correlation between the variables. 
Beside that, the value of “t” test is based on the “t” table value in the level of 
significant 5 %. In the level of significant 5 %, the value is 2.0. Because the value 
from the result of “t” observation in the level of significant 5 % is bigger than the 
value from the table of “t” (8.9>2.0), it means the null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected. So 
the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is approved or accepted. 
 
 PREFACE 
In the name of Allah SWT, the most gracious, the most merciful. All praise be 
to Allah who has taught (the writing) by the primary. Peace and safety may always be 
given to the prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), his family, companion and his 
follower up to end of the world. 
The title of my thesis is “The Correlation between the Students’ competence 
in Spelling alphabet and their achievement in Pronouncing words at the seventh grade 
Students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon”. This thesis is submitted to fulfill one of the 
requirements for achieving the graduate degree at the English Education Department 
of Faculty of Tarbiyah of The State Institute for Islamic Studies (IAIN) Syekh Nurjati 
Cirebon. 
In composing this thesis, there are so many people who have participated,   
helped and advised directly or indirectly.  So, in this opportunity, the writer would 
like to express his sincerity and profound thankfulness to: 
1. Prof. Dr. H. Maksum Mukhtar, The Rector of Syekh Nurjati The State 
Institute for Islamic Studies. 
2. Dr. Saefudin Zuhri as the dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah. 
3. Dr. Hj. Huriyah Saleh, M.Pd, The Chief of English Education 
Department. 
4. Mustopa, M.Ag  as the first supervisor. 
5. Tedi Rohadi, M.Pd, SE, Dipl.TEFL as the second supervisor. 
6. All of lecturers and staffs of English Education Department of IAIN 
Syekh Nurjati Cirebon. 
7. Djojo Sutardjo, SE,MM as the headmaster of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon, and 
the English teachers, staffs and students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon. 
8. My parents, brothers, sisters who have always supported the writer in 
finishing this thesis. 
9. Everyone that cannot be mentioned one by one who has helped the writer 
to finish the writing of this thesis. 
i 
The writer realized that this thesis is still far from perfect and there are still 
many mistakes either in the arrangement or in the content. Therefore, the writer   
should welcome the comment and suggestions from the readers. 
Finally, the writer hopes that this thesis will be the valuable contribution 
especially for the writer himself and for the readers in general. 
 
      Cirebon, October      2012 
 
                                                
                                            The writer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii 
TABLE OF CONTENS 
                                                                                                     Pages 
ABSTARCT 
PREFACE  ........................................................................................................... i 
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..................................................................................... iii 
LIST OF TABLES  .............................................................................................. vi 
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 
A. The Background of the Problem   ............................................... 1  
B. The Identification of the Problem   .............................................. 4 
C. The Limitation of the Problem .................................................... 4 
D. The Questions of the Research  ................................................... 5 
E. The Aims of the Research   ......................................................... 5 
F. The Uses of the Research   .......................................................... 5 
CHAPTER II  THE THEORETICAL FOUNDATION 
A. The Nature of learning  ............................................................... 6 
B. The Description of Competence in spelling alphabet ................... 9  
1. The Definition of Spelling Alphabet ....................................... 9 
2. The Definition of Competence   .............................................. 17 
C. The  Description of Achievement in pronouncing words   ........... 19  
1. The Definition of Pronouncing words ..................................... 19 
2. The Definition of Achievement ............................................... 25 
D. The Frame of Thinking   ............................................................. 27 
E. The Hypothesis of  The Research ................................................ 28  
CHAPTER III THE METHODOLOGY OF THE RESERACH 
A. The Objective of the Research   .................................................. 30 
B. The Place and Time of the Research   ......................................... 30  
C. The Variables of the Research  ................................................... 30 
D. The Method of the Research   ..................................................... 30  
E. The Population and Sample   ....................................................... 30  
iii 
1. Population  ............................................................................. 30  
2. Sample  ................................................................................... 31  
F. The Technique of Collecting Data   ............................................. 32 
1. Test   ....................................................................................... 33 
G. The Technique of Analysis Data   ............................................... 38  
CHAPTER IV THE RESEARCH FINDINGS 
A. The Students’ competence in spelling alphabet   ......................... 43 
B. The Students’ achievement in pronouncing words....................... 47  
C. The Correlation between the Students’ competence in spelling  
   Alphabet and their achievement in pronouncing words   .............. 52 
D. Discussion .................................................................................. .61 
CHAPTER V CONCLUSSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion    .............................................................................. 63 
B. Suggestion   ................................................................................ 64 
BIBLIOGRAPHY  
APPENDIXES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iv 
v 
LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table 2.1: The role of spelling  .............................................................................. 12 
Table 2.2: The example of words  .......................................................................... 17 
Table 2.3: The classifies consonants  ...................................................................... 23 
Table 3.1: The result of validity test of testing instrument ...................................... 34 
Table 3.2: The result discriminatory power of testing instrument ........................... 36 
Table 3.3: The result of difficulty index of testing instrument ................................ 37 
Table 3.4: The interpretation of correlation index value of “r” product moment  .... 41 
Table 4.1: The score of X variable ......................................................................... 43 
Table 4.2: The score of Y variable ......................................................................... 48 
Table 4.3: Tests of Normality ................................................................................. 52 
Table 4.4: Test of Homogeneity of Variances......................................................... 53 
Table 4.5: The correlation between x variable and Y variable ................................ 54 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 CHAPTER I   
INTRODUCTION 
A. The Background of The Problem 
There is no communication with other people from different country without 
language in the world. Language is used by all of people in the world. It  plays an 
important role in our daily life. By language people can express their idea, extend 
their wish and feelings and even to know one another. Thus we have to learn 
other languages as a means of creating better communication and interaction in 
order to build mutual relationship with other societies and language can be used 
by written language or spoken language. It is supported by Longman dictionary of 
contemporary English Randolph Quirk (2001: 789) that “language is a system of 
communication by written or spoken words which is used by people of a 
particular country or area”.  
As a matter of fact that man cannot be separated from language in his life. 
Language is not only as a tool of communication among human beings in life, but 
also as a subject that learned in formal and informal institution such as English, 
Jaand Germany. 
Alkhuli (1976: 10) explains that English is the foreign language taught in 
many countries all of  the world. 
Based on the statement above, it is absolutely known that English is 
important to be known and studied because it is an international language used for 
communication with the people all over the world, and gives access to 
information for example : in the area of business, politics, science , medicine and 
education.  
In the process of teaching and learning English there are four aspects of 
language skills, they are listening, speaking, reading and writing. In the process of 
teaching speaking there are some materials that should be taught to the students 
such as, understanding of words, grammar, pronunciation and spelling as well.   
The characteristics of word: pronunciation, spelling, and structure in English 
become the difficulties of the Indonesian students and the problem for the teacher 
in the process of teaching and learning. To be able to speak in English and more 
over spelling words, the students must know the pronunciation of alphabet 
because the English Pronunciation is hard to study, not only for junior high school 
but also for the student of senior high school and even the students of university. 
SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon is the school to be object of doing research. Almost 
most of the students get the difficulties in speaking because they have problems in 
pronunciation and spelling. Besides the teacher is unable to make use of the time, 
which is given at school. In this situation, the Writer found out most of the 
students still made many mistakes in pronouncing and spelling, for example, the 
word “love” was pronounced “lov”, it must have been be pronounced “lʌv” and 
They spelled the word “Enough” was “I-’n-ʌ-g”, it must be spelled “I-’n-ʌ-f ” and 
they also confused to spell H,G,V and so on. 
Pronunciation is not an easy thing to learn in English language. It means that 
it needs the process of teaching and learning more seriously and efficiently, and 
knowledge about the sounds and language. In general, the students get difficulties 
when they pronounce the English words. And it can be understood because in 
fact, the way of pronouncing between these two languages is very different. The 
difficulties in pronouncing the words can cause the students have lack of interest 
in English so that the impact can become the students’ learning achievement is 
low. Whereas being able to pronounce the English words correctly will have the 
students enhance their speaking competence and particularly their pronunciation. 
That is way the writer has opinion that pronunciation is a way in which a 
word is pronounced. The way in which people produce their sounds in speaking. 
To study more deeply about pronunciation, the students must have knowledge of 
phonetic and phonology. In other words, they must study or take course of 
phonetics and phonology. Although in fact, phonetics it self is explicitly available 
at phonology. Hudson (1984: 174) states that phonetics the study of sounds made 
in speaking, especially when these are studied without reference to the way in 
which they are used in particular languages. in addition Fromkin (1999:247) 
explains that phonology is concerned with the way in which these speech sounds 
from systems and patterns in human language. So if the students produce their 
sounds in speaking, they have to have knowledge about phonology in other that 
they are able to speak English well. Because in phonology they will know how to 
pronounce of the language sounds fluently because pronunciation is a system of 
language.  
In this case the writer interests to research about the correlation between the 
students’ competence in spelling alphabet and their achievement in pronouncing 
words at the seventh grade Students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon. 
B. The Identification of The Problem 
From the background of the problem about can be identified the research 
problems as follows: 
1. The Field of The Research 
The field of research in this thesis is phonology. 
2. The kind of the Problem 
The kind of  the problem in this research is about the Students’ competence in 
spelling alphabet and their achievement in pronouncing words.  
3. The Main of The Problem 
The main of problem of this thesis is to know the correlation between the 
students’ competence in spelling alphabet and their achievement in 
pronouncing words. 
C. The limitation of the Problem  
In order to handle the misunderstanding of the thesis, the writer will limit the 
problem which has correlation with the title of the thesis, that is the students’ 
competence in spelling alphabet and their achievement in pronouncing words.  
D. The Questions of the Research 
1. How is the Students’ competence in spelling alphabet at the seventh grade 
Students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon ?  
2. How is the Students’ achievement in pronouncing words at the seventh grade 
Students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon? 
3. Is there any positive and significant correlation between the students’ 
competence in spelling alphabet and their achievement in pronouncing  words 
at the seventh grade Students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon? 
E. The Aims of the Research  
1. To know the Students’ competence in spelling alphabet at the seventh grade 
Students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon. 
2. To know the Students’ achievement in pronouncing words at the seventh 
grade of Students SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon.. 
3. To know the positive and significant correlation between the Students’ 
competence in spelling alphabet and their achievement in pronouncing words 
at the seventh grade Students of SMPN 2 Kota Cirebon. 
F. The Uses of the Research 
The research product hoped to be able to: 
1. Help the Teacher to recognize the Students’ competence in spelling alphabet. 
2. Help the Teacher to recognize to know the Students’ achievement in 
 Pronouncing words. 
3. Help the Teacher to recognize the correlation between  the 
 Students’ competence in spelling alphabet and their achievement in 
 Pronouncing words. 
 
 BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Al  Khulli, Muhammad Ali. 1976. English A Foreign Language: Linguistic 
Background And Teaching Method. Riyadh: Riyadh University Publications. 
Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2006. Prosedur Penelitian; suatu pendekatan praktek. Jakarta:   
Rineka Cipta.   
_______________ .1997. Dasar-daar evaluasi pendidikan. Jakarta: PT Bumi Aksara. 
_______________ .2002. Prosedur Penelitian; suatu pendekatan praktek. Jakarta. 
Rineka Cipta.  
Bram, Barli. 1995. Write Well Improving Writing Skills. Yogyakarta: Kanisus. 
Finegan, Edward, Blair, David and Collins, Peter. 2000.  Language its structure and 
use. Australia: Harcourt Australia Pty limited. 
Fraenkel, Jack R and Wallen, Norman E. 1990. How Design and Evaluate Research 
In Education. New York: Mc. Graw Hill Publishing Company. 
Fromkin, Blair, David and Collins, peter. 1999. An introduction to Language. 
Australia: Harcourt Australia Pty. Ltd.  
Greenboum, sydney. 1994. An Introduction to English Garammar. London: Longman 
Group UK limited. 
Hadfield, Jill and Hadfield, Charles. 2008. Introduction to Teaching English. 
Portugal: Oxford University Press. 
Hornby, A S. 2000. Oxford Advanced Leaner’s Dictionary of Current Englis .Oxford 
Univ Press.London. 
 
                     . 1987. Oxford Advanced Leaner’s Dictionary of Current Englis .Oxford 
Univ Press.London. 
 
Hudson, Richard. 1984. Invitation to linguistics. New York: basil black-well Inc. 
 
Kelly, Gerald. 2000. Teach Pronunciation. Malaysia: Person Education Limited.  
Kinayati, Djojosuroto dan Sumaryati. 2004. Prinsip-prinsip Dasar Penelitian Bahasa 
dan Sastra. Bandung: Nuansa.  
Matthew and Hergenhahn. 2008.Theories of Learning. Jakarta: Kencana    
Mulyasa. 2006.Kuriklum Berbasis Kompetensi.Bandung: PT Remaja Rosdakarya. 
 
              . 2002.Implementasi Kurikulum.Bandung: PT Remaja Rosdakarya. 
 
Suryaningsih,Nur. 2010. The influence ofparents’ social environment background to 
their children’s achivement on learning. 
 
O’Connor,J.D. 1995. Better English pronunciation.  London: Cambridge  
University Press. 
 
Peter, Roach.1991. English Phonetics and Phonolog. United Kingdom: Cambridge  
University Press.  
Priyatno, Dwi. “Mandiri Belajar SPSS”. Yogyakarta: Ardana Media. 2010. 
Randolph, Quirck. 2001. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English. England: 
Longman Group Limited. 
Richards, Jack and Schmidt. Richard. 2002.Longman of Language Teaching and  
applied linguistics. Malaysia: Pearson Education Limited. 
Riduwan. 2011. Dasar-Dasar Statistika. Bandung: Alfabeta. 
Siregar, Syofian.2010. Statistika Deskriptif untuk Penelitian Dilengkapi Perhitungan 
Manual dan Aplikasi SPSS Versi 17.  Jakarta: Rajawali Press. 
Sudjana.2002. Methoda Statistika. Bandung: Penerbit: Tarsito 
Sudjono, Anas. 2003. Pengantar Statistik Pendidikan. Jakarta; PT. Raja Grafindo 
Persada. 
Sugiono. 2011. Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif Kualitatif dan R&D. Bandung: 
Alfabeta. 
_______.  2009. Statistika untuk Penelitian. Bandung: Alfabeta.  
Swan, Michael. 2009. Practical English usage.  China: Oxford. 
 
Timmer, Joseph F. 1992. Writing with a purpose tenth edition.  Boston: Houghton 
Miffin Company. 
 
Todd, Loreto. 2000. An introduction to linguistics. Singapore: Longma. York press. 
